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RECREATION PLANNING ACTIVITIES 


Despite current economic fluctuations on a nation- 
al and local level, the demand for recreation areas and 
facilities in Palm Beach County has been steadily in- 
creasing. This increase is largely attributable to the 
following factors: 

A. Increasing urban and suburban development 

with the resultant rise in population. 

B. Increased leisure time, life span and mobility 

of the resident County population. 

C. The continuing influx of short and long term 

tourists into Palm Beach County. 


am D. No measurable decrease in in-migration from 


outside the State of Florida into the State and 
into Palm Beach County. 

The Area Planning Board of Palm Beach County 
during the past year has recognized the need for 
effective recreation planning on the municipal level. 
With this goal in mind, the Area Planning Board has 


wm included a section related to municipal recreation 


planning in the recently completed Community Com- 
prehensive Development Planning Handbook. By 
utilizing the planning process promoted in the ‘’Hand- 
book” both short-range and long-term recreation 
needs are expressed, as are some of the methods by 
which these needs can be met. In addition, guide- 
lines are presented to assist local communities in eval- 
uating current sites and facilities in relation to ex- 
pressed needs. 


By utilizing the comprehensive planning process local municipalities are 
able to provide a wide range of recreation activities for all age groups. 


As part of the comprehensive planning process, Palm Beach County 
Municipalities are able to evaluate local recreation needs. 


This “Handbook” is part of the Area Planning 
Board’s ongoing planning effort to provide local plan- 
ning assistance to Palm Beach County municipalities. 
Also, to assist local municipalities in their basic plan- 
ning studies, as well as to maintain a complete data 
base, the Area Planning Board has updated its county- 
wide municipal recreation inventory. 

In addition to assisting Palm Beach County munic- 
ipalities in meeting local recreation needs through 
their comprehensive planning programs, the Area 
Planning Board has been more directly involved with 
meeting several of the immediate county-wide recre- 
ation needs. The following guidelines, proposed in 
the Area Planning Board publication, Recreation and 
Open Space Plan — Phase 2 provides a basic “game 
plan” around which strategies may be developed to 
deal with these needs. In summary, this “game 
plan” is composed of the following set of recommen- 
dations: 

A. Oceanfront areas should receive acquisition 

priority over inland areas due to over develop- 
ment of the coastline. 


B. Potential recreation areas that possess unique 
cultural or natural value should have priority 
over less commensurate recreation areas. 

C. Land in urban low income or high density 
areas should be given priority over suburban 
or rural areas. 

D. Multi-use recreation areas, i.e. water-front or 
open lands and wooded areas combined 
should have priority over areas of single use. 


Acquisition of ocean-front sites should be given priority over inland 
areas. 


Areas that possess unique natural value should also be given high 
acquisition priorities. 


During the past 18 months, several events have 
taken place that reflect both an acknowledgement of 
immediate recreation needs and an acceptance of the 
Area Planning Board “game plan” for meeting them, 
including: 


A. The Area Planning Board Parks and Recrea- 
tion Committee was formed for the purpose 
ot serving as the formal means through which 
active citizen participation is provided to aid 
and support the orderly growth and develop- 


ment of parks, recreation and open space 
areas and facilities throughout Palm Beach 
County. The objectives of the Committee in- 
clude: 

1. To keep the general public informed with 


respect to programs for recreation and oper 


space developments and improvements; 

2. To serve as a medium for the promotion of 
private programs in support of the County- 
wide recreational planning objectives; 

3. To be responsible for the development of 
park and recreation planning work pro- 
grams; for coordinating recreation plan- 
ning and programming; for review of rec- 
reation studies, reports, plans and/or pro- 
grams and making recommendations to the 
Area Planning Board; 

4. To serve as an advisory committee to any 
municipality and all duly constituted area- 
wide authorities and/or boards or councils 
for the location, development and/or im- 


provement of park and recreation facilities#™, 


upon the direct request of such authorities, 
boards or councils. 

The membership of the Committee constitutes a 
thorough cross-section of the citizen and technical 
expertise of Palm Beach County and includes the 
following people: 


NAME REPRESENTING 
Eugene A. Caputo, Chairman ........... A-P.B. 
Barbara Bettinger, Vice Chairman ...... Y.W.C.A. 
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To best serve recreation needs, local programming should be integrated 
into a coordinated county-wide system. 


Handicapped 


B. In November, 1974, Palm Beach County 
voters passed a beach and park acquisition 
bond issue which will provide $50 million for 
beach and park land acquisition and site devel- 
opement and maintenance. 

C. A citizens “watchdog” committee was ap- 
pointed by the Palm Beach County Board of 
County Commissioners to oversee the alloca- 
tion of funds realized from the bond issue. 
Basically, members were appointed—one from 
each of the five commission districts and two 
at-large—to represent a cross-section of Coun- 
ty citizens. Based upon County staff review 
and on-site inspection of potential park and 
beach sites, Committee recommendations are 
presented to the Board of County Commis- 
sioners for final consideration and approval. 

D. Several large recreation sites have been ac- 
quired and/or developed by the Board of 
County Commissioners, Palm Beach County, 
including: 

1. Ocean Ridge Hammock Area. — 12 acres 
Ocean Ridge 

2. Morikami South Park — 40 acres 
Carter Road, West of Delray Beach 

3. F.1.N.D. Park — 17.5 acres 
Ellison Wilson Road, West of Juno Beach 

4, Okeeheelee Park — 954 acres 
Forest Hill Blvd. and Florida’s Turnpike 

E. The imminent adoption, by the Palm Beach 
County Board of County Commissioners, of 
the Palm Beach County Recreation and Open 
Space Plan. In the “Plan”, an immediate need 
is expressed to acquire and preserve those rec- 


Okeeheelee Park, a 954 acre multi-use recreational facility has recently 
been dedicated by the Board of County Commissioners, Palm Beach 
County. 


reation parcels necessary to meet future resi- 
dent and tourist demands. (For further infor- 
mation on this plan, refer to the APB Plan- 
ning News column.) 

In summary, it is evident that a coordinated, inter- 


agency citizen supported approach has been initiated 
to meet both current and long-range recreation needs 
in Palm Beach County. The Area Planning Board, 
through the Local Planning Assistance program and 
widespread acceptance of the recommendations posed 
in the Recreation and Open Space Plan — Phase 2, has 
been instrumental in developing this approach and 
will continue to support its use. 
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PALM BEACH COUNTY COMPLETES PLAN 
FOR RECREATION 


The Palm Beach County Planning, Zoning and 
Building Department has recently prepared a Recrea- 
tion and Open Space Plan which addresses the recrea- 
tion needs of Palm Beach County residents for the 
next fifteen years. This Plan, based on recommenda- 
tions in the Palm Beach County Land Use Plan, con- 
tains an analysis and evaluation of the County’s natur- 
al resources, socio-economic features and an inventory 
of existing public park acreage. On the basis of this 
evaluation, the demand and projected needs for recre- 
ation have been calculated for a 15-year period to the 
year 1990 based upon minimum standards established 
in the report. Recommendations for community, 
metropolitan and regional parks are included as well 
as specific studies on beaches, school park sites and 
other resource facilities. An action program for 
implementation is also suggested along with a list of 
agencies which may provide financial aid. The report 
is intended to act as a nucleus for other recreation 
oriented studies and therefore is flexible and of broad 
scope. Additional detailed investigations are re- 
quired to accomplish the overall goals and objectives 
of the “Plan.” The report also states that several 
immediate steps should be taken to meet the recrea- 
tion needs of county residents, including: 

A. Promotion of a more active citizen involve- 

ment in the recreation planning process; 

B. Development of close working relationships 
between various recreation planning agencies 
and the Palm Beach County Schoo! Board; 

C. Improvement of working relationships be- 
tween various voluntary and private organiza- 
tions and public agencies within Palm Beach 
County whose goals are oriented toward pro- 
viding adequate recreation facilities; 

D. Utilization of all available recreation funding 
sources necessary to meet recreation needs 
and; 

E. Upgrading of existing facilities so that they 
may meet future demands placed upon them. 

Adoption of the aforementioned plan by the Board 
of County Commissioners, Palm Beach County, is im- 
minent following their review. 
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